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The world is God’s good creation but I think most would agree the quality of life within God’s world is 
not as God intended. 

Join this conversation on the theology and practice of ‘daily work.’  Leave a comment 
as you read, and continue the conversation at the missional church convocation in 
Chicago area, July 21-23, 2016, Dr. Phil Kenneson keynote speaker. 

 

Human beings are capable of both breathtaking kindness and horrible cruelty. In Orlando at the Pulse 
Nightclub community last Sunday 50 people were struck down by an unspeakable act, with as many 
more injured.  We at the Center for Parish Development and the wider watching world join them in this 
time of deep and uninvited grief.  God’s good world is a place where persons can live in comfort, and is 
also a world in which millions of people tragically suffer from the effects of poverty, hunger and disease, 
violence and too early deaths.   
Where is the biblical vision of shalom — thriving and flourishing in communities of peace and 
abundance? 1 

 

God’s economy 

The big picture view from “God’s economy” provides a perspective on some key underlying 
assumptions about the arrangement or management of the world and its affairs. 

Ordinarily, the term “economy” is associated with the production, distribution, and consumption of wealth 
or material goods. Yet the theological concept of the economy of God refers to the “divine economy,” God’s 
arrangement or management of the world and its affairs. Thus the phrase “the economy of God” provides a 
comprehensive way to speak about God’s active and purposeful work within all of God’s creation. Rather than 
an absentee landlord, the Christian God is one who spoke and speaks, who acted and acts, who planned and 
executes a design to transform the world into a habitat in which all of God’s creatures can have life and have it 
abundantly. 
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Our world’s economy of consumption leaves some with the world’s goods, and many many more without. 
 Within this world, missional congregations are called to witness to God’s economy, that is, God’s 
arrangement and management of the world and its affairs.  God’s economy is one of abundance and generosity, 
individual greed transformed into all-inclusive communities of love and sharing.   Christians are to be shaped 
by overwhelming gratitude for the abundance and wonder of God’s good gifts, and an overflowing 
generosity which seeks to share with all people the joy, compassion, and righteousness of life with God. 

 

An attitude of shared abundance 

“God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance….” (2 Cor. 9:8). Rather than operating on the 
basis of scarcity, God’s economy is one of shared abundance, the promise of full and abundant life for all of 
God’s creatures: “God’s mercy is so abundant, and God’s love for us so great” (Eph. 2:4). Assuming a world 
of scarcity does dreadful things to people. We become afraid and defensive. We become selfish, competitive, 
and protective of our own self-interests and possessions. These attitudes and behaviors destroy community. 
They do not make room at the table for the hungry or for the stranger. Assuming a world of scarcity makes 
human life less joyful, less adventuresome, and less compassionate. 

The biblical witness offers a very different perspective. All that human persons require—food, health, life 
itself—are not “needs” or “rights” which they have to struggle to satisfy or obtain, but are gracious gifts from a 
loving God. While we may be able to conceive of a God who meets our needs or who rewards us for hard 
work, a God who bestows undeserved and even unasked for gifts upon us is almost beyond our 
comprehension. But this is the God affirmed by Scripture: “The eyes of all look to you, you give them their 
food in due season. You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing” (Ps. 145:15-16). 

Throughout Scripture God is revealed as the deliverer and avenger of the poor and oppressed. Those who are 
wealthy are instructed to relinquish their wealth and power for the sake of the poor. Isaiah declares that the fast 
in which God delights involves breaking the yoke of oppression, sharing our bread with the hungry, and 
bringing the homeless poor into our homes. Money and possessions are not peripheral issues but are at the core 
of Christian discipleship. In a God-centered world of shared abundance and generosity, we are freed to place 
food and clothing, property values, investments and jobs into a transformed perspective. Responding in 
overwhelming gratitude to God’s gracious economy, the Christian community is empowered to engage in the 
risky practice of generosity. 

 



Next post:  Our relationship with ‘material things’ – A Transformed Perspective in a God-centered 
World. 

 

 

Questions for discussion and reflection 

1. What is the difference between God’s economy and the usual understandings of economy? 
2. How is your view of “food and clothing, property values, investments and jobs” changed when placed 

within a God-centered economy rather than an economy of consumption? 
3. How does an “attitude of scarcity” have an effect on you, your church, your world? 
4. What difference would an “attitude of shared abundance” make? 

 

1 Peter Vander Meulen, “Do Justice—Keep It Simple, in Christian Reflection (Baylor University, 2007), p. 61. 
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